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Attorneys for the Respondents 
COUNTY OF MARIN, BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS and 
M. LARRY MEREDITH 

Greg Versis, Alfredo Garcia and Lee Artrice Lee 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARIN 

GREG VERSIS, ALFREDO GARCIA and ) 
LEE ARTRICE LEE, ) 

Petitioners, 
vs. 

M. LARRY MEREDITH, Director of the 
Marin County Department of Health and 
Human Services (in his official capacity); 
MARIN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES; 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE 
COUNTY OF MARIN; COUNTY OF 
MARIN 
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Case No. C IVll00553 

Settlement Agreement And Request for 
Continuing Jurisdiction under C.c.P. §664.6 

ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO 
JUDGE PAUL HAAKENSON 
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The parties, LEE ARTRlCE LEE, and ALFREDO GARCIA, ("Petitioners"); and the 

COUNTY OF MARIN (including all Departments of the County of Marin), BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS OF MARIN COUNTY, and M. LARRY MEREDITH, in his official capacity, 

(togethex"th@ Couaty" 9f- "Respondents") hereby enter into the foUowing Agreement: 

1. The Parties desire to resolve all disputes between them, without admitting liability, to 

avoid the costs and risks oflitigation. N othingin the agreement shall be construed as 

an admission by the Respondents that Petitioners' claims have any merit or that the 
. . 

. . .. 

Respondents at any time violated any laws or rights, or as an admission by Petitioners 

that any of their claims lack merit. The named Petitioners agree that they will not 

encomage or support further proceedings regarding Marin County's General Relief 

Program. 

2. The eligibility requirements set f01ih in the Resolution for Standards and Policies for 

General Relief by the Board of Supervisors shall provide, in the applicable provisions 

of Section III, that eligibility win not be conditioned upon completionof 

requirements within the two sub-programs, the Employable program of Section IV, 

and the Work-exempt program of Section V. This means iiritial eligibility for the 

General Reliefprogram will not be conditioned upon verification of work exempt 

status, attendance at an Employment Orientation, completion of job search/contact 

requirements, or emollment in a substance abuse or other counseling program. 

Compliance with these sub-program rules is required for recipients, but will not 

impact eligibility. 

----I--VERStS-v:-M-A-RfN:-€fV-t10055:3~Si?;_T-1':E;E_MEN'f-A:6REEMJ3N'f------------------'l:j-----
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3. The Resolution for Standards and Policies of General Relief, at Sections IV and V, 

will be clarified to eliminate the reference to "Applicants." 

4. The Resolution for Standards and Policies of General Relief at Section lII.E.1 O. and 

11, reference to "Update Reports" and "following through with program activities," 

will be removed from Section III, but will be maintained in Section VLA. 

5. The Resolution for Standards and Policies of General Relief at Section VI sets forth 

the standards regarding the impositions of sanctions. Sanctions will be limited to 

instances where a lack of good cause has been demonstrated for failure to comply 

with program rules, and a willful violation of a program rule or a third negligent 

violation of a program rule has occurred. Section VI. will be modified to include the 

following language: "sanctions shall occur where a lack of good cause has been 

demonstrated by a showing of either: (A) willful failure or refusal of the recipient to 

follow program requirements, or (B)not less than three separate acts of negligent 

failure of the recipient to follow program requirements." 

6. When issuing a sanction, the County will issue a Notice of Action. The Notice of 

Action will include (1) the date(s) ofthe alleged noncompliance; (2) whether the 

violation( s) was/were willful or negligent, and if negligent, the dates and a descriptio 

of three or more negligent violations; (3) a statement informing the recipient of his or . 

her opportunity to explain that slhe had good cause for hislher noncompliance; (4) an 

explanation of the right to appeal and the time frames for doing so; (5) a statement 
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that the recipient may speak to his or her worker about the reason for the 

noncompliance; and (6) notification that the recipient can seek legal counsel, with the 

notification providing reference to free legal resources that handle this type of 

problem. 

7. In the case of sanctions involving vi(}lations of program rules, only events within the 

previous twelve months will be used. 

8. When reviewing any negative action regarding General Relief, the County of Marin 

will change its Appeal Review of Section VII into a "hearing" subject to Code of 

Civil Procedure § 1094.5, asset out in Paragraphs 9 through 20, below: 

9. At the Hearing, evidence will be taken, without strict application of the rules of 

evidence. 

10. Inspection of the case file will be allowed in a timely manner to recipients and their 

authorized representatives upon provision of reasonable advance notice. 

. 11. Within 15 days of the hearing request, the County shall select a hearing date, and hoI 

the hearing within a reasonable time thereafter. Reasonable notice of the date and 

time of the hearing will be sent to the appellant. 
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12. The hearing will be conducted by an independent and impartial Hearing officer who 

is a County of Marin employee who was not involved in the initial decision being 

appealed. 

13. The Hearing officer and the County workers in the General Relief program shall not 

conduCt ex parte communication with or receive information about the merits of the 

case. County workers may comi:nunicate with the Hearing officer on matters of 

scheduling, providing the case files, and transmission of the record. 

14. Appellant is allowed representation at the hearing by one person of the appellant's 

choice, as set forth in the Resolution for Standards and Policies of General Relief, 

Section VII.E. 

15. The appellant may bring an interpreter, or may ask the County to provide one of its 

choosing. 

16. Upon request, the opportunity to question, at the hearing, the Eligibility Worker 

making the decision, or if unavailable, a knowledgeable designee, will be given to 

sanctioned recipients, and other recipients whose'appeal is based upon an adverse 

decision by the worker and involves an issue of credibility, but not ineligible' 

applicants. The Request must be made at least seven business days before the date 

initially scheduled for Hearing. Notice of the opportunity to speak to the Eligibility 

Worker will be contained in the Notice of Action. The Eligibility Wor~er or a 

----H--v'E-R8ffi-V-;-MARfN-:-€IV+H:J0553. SET-'f-L--EMEN'f~lM\fT'P---------------'41-----
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be permitted. 

17. The decision after Hearing shall make fmdings of fact based on the evidence, 

including but not limited to the notice and case file, and shall state the General Relief 

rule(s) at issue. 

18. The Hearing officer will record the Hearing, which Will be available for transcription. 

12 19. A written decision will be issued within 21 calendar days ofthe Hearing. 
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20. Notice will be provided that a person dissatisfied with the decision has a right to 

obtain judicial review under Code of Civil Procedure § 1094.6 within 90 days of the 

date of decision. 

21. The Comity will draft proposed guidelines for Hearing officers' conduct of Hearings 

and standards for the Hearings. Within 60 days of the entry of settlement by the 

Court, petitioners' counsel may provide input into the standards. Within 120 days of 

entry of settlement by the Court, the General Reliefprogram will provide Petitioners' 

counsel with proposed standards. Within 180 days of entry of settlement by the 

Court, Petitioners' counsel may submit additional comments. 
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22. If the General Relief program has been informed, or is aware, of a particular disabili 

of the recipient, the General Relief worker shall take into account the effect of a 

recipient's disability on that person's ability to comply with program rules. 

23. The settlement agreement will be approved by the Court through the Code of Civil 

Procedure § 664:6 procedure. The Court will retain jurisdiction to enforce the 

settlement agreement for three years from the date of entry, after which the parties' 
. .' 

obligations under this Settlement Agreement shall end. 

24. The Board of Supervisors will adopt a revised Resolution for Standards and Policies 

of General Relief consistent with the terms of this agreement within 70 days of the 

entry of settlement by the Court. Petitioners' counsel will be provided with a copy of 

the. proposed Resolution at least 15 days before the Board of Supervisors meeting in 

which the proposed Resolution will be considered. 

25. The County of Marin will take reasonable steps to ensure that the terms and 

conditions ofthis Settlement Agreement are implemented. Duringthe 

implementation period oftms Agreement, to the extent that the County adopts or 

revises forms, notices, or other documents necessary to implement this Agreement, J!. 

it will provide Petitioners with copies and an opportunity for input, within ten 

business days of receipt, into their content. 

26. Except in unusual or extraordinary circumstances, or as provided below, the County 

will schedule' all intake interviews to occur within seven business days after a 

potential applicant frrst appears and speaks to anEligibility Worker with the General 
~~~~~1B055~~N~-AUREEN.~~~~--------------------~I---------
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Relief program. For those individuals seeking General Reliefwho are not currently 

receiving CalFresh benefits and who also are screened for eligibility for CalFresh on 

the same day, no General Relief screening will be required .. The County will provide 

the individual, on the same day, the opportunity to schedule an intake interview for 

General Relief. If the individual fails to attend their scheduled interview without 

good cause, a new screening may be required for General Relief. 

27. Payment of General Relief to those found eligible shall be made back to the date the 

person first appears at the County Social Services office (or by other means allowed 

by the County) and speaks with a General Relief eligibility worker, or the date the 

individual is screened for CalFresh eligibility, as provided in Paragraph 26. 

28. The parties agree that Petitioners and Respondents both reserve their right to claim 

attorneys' fees and costs, and Petitioners and Respondents reserve all arguments in 

opposition thereto. The parties will try to negotiate a resolution to avoid the necessity 

of further litigation. lfthe parties are unable to resolve the fee claim, either party 
Dr 

must file a motion for an award of reasonable attorneys' fees ~ costs within one 

hundred twenty (120) days following the entry of settlement in order to claim any 

attorneys' fees. Any court award for attorneys' fees may not exceed $1.15 million. 

Petitioners agree not to ask for fees on fees at the Trial Court or on appeal, and 

. Petitioners agree they cannot claim any time spent after f'I\?t '1 I! 2 0 I·~ 

except for that P'frtle.S reserve the right to recover their attorneyts fees and 

costs related to any action~ for enforcement of this Settlement Agreement upon which . . 

they are a prevailing party. 

~~~-------------------------7~-------
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29. The County shall pay each remaining Petitioner, Lee Artrice Lee and Alfredo Garcia, 

an amount equal to one year of General Relief, >It $4,644. These payments are not 

subject to reimbursement and shall not count as income or resources in determining 

eligibility for aid. This money win be paid to the Petitioners within .fnw rty {30 ) days 

of the entry of settlement. 

PETITIONERS 

Lee Artrice Lee 

DATED: JV\a. fJ.-3 ,2013 ~1 

Alfredo Garcia 

RESPONDENTS 

COUNTY OF MARIN, 

22 DATED: ,/r/JoLY ,2013 
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ent of the Board of Supervisors 

----+f--V+"**I-1'!S--'o'V'--. ~MvfA1*R:IN-:-€w-+l00553. SEFf-f:£~'----------------Bt-----
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M. LARRY MEREDITH, DIRECTOR, HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 
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By: Heather Ravalli, Assistant Director 
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DATED: -=--=-+--=---",,==--_,2013 

BAY AREA LEGAL AlD 

Kristen Washburn, Esq. 

Attorney for Petitioners 

THE PUBLIC INTEREST LA W PROJECT 

/J .. ;,J /. / /if> 
f/(J% iGLL----. //LL 

Patti Prunhuber, Esq. 

Stephen Ronfeldt, Esq. 

Attorneys for Petitioners 
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OFFICE OF COUNTY COUNSEL, COUNTY OF 

MARIN 

Steven Woodside 
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Dated: 

agreement pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure § 664.6 is hereby granted. 

, Superior Court Judge 
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