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The incompletion 1 rule

:OSHUA LEONARD, executive -
director of an East Bay nonprofit -

agency that serves ‘foster children,

‘has filed ‘a: lawsuit a]legmg that
California discriminates against fos-. -
ter children with disabilities. T he
current “completion rule” states that -
‘foster children who have not com-: -
-age of 19. Thereis astrong p0351b1]1ty :

dlfflcult for those who have mental'

* disabilities - and no clear way to fin-

- ish their education, even thelr educa-
. tion from hlgh school. - .

. pleted high school by the age of 18,
but have a strong possxblhty of doing "
~ so by the age of 19, may ‘continue re-"

ceiving foster-care beneﬁts until they‘ -

are 19. But chﬂdren who L
school administrators donot .-
believe have a strong possi-
bility ‘of ‘graduating by’ the
age of 19 —and this includes
many, if not most, children.
who suffer from. mental dlsa-
bilities -and: are Iecelvmg
special education’ —do-not benéfit

from the completion rule. They lose " -
their benefits, mcludmg theu hous— o
:'_"__'SOIt of.” According to law, the court;.
. may ‘retain ;unsdlctlon ove SR
" child until she 'reaches the age of 21 S
i the problem is, “there’s no fundmg'_; .

ing,.at age 18:.

. Leonard’s agency works w1th fos-
ter children ages 15-19 who live'in

group homes, All of the children his

agency serves have mental disabili- -

ties. His dgency was spending lots of

time trying ‘to help these: chJ]dIen_._'_':'.‘
prepare “for life on their own —and .

noticing how difficult it was for them.
It’s dlfhcult for all foster. children. -

wilo emancipate dt the-age of 18:to "

find housing and a méans of support: -
ng. them-:elves, but it’s even, more'{:

 services = housing: assistance, af

that, the  state isn’t. discri :
against mentally dlsabled chlldre

LTt seems: clear to. us that the state:

.should honor federal disability laws.
-and allow these young people to re-:

ceive: foster-care - benefits: until-the

‘that the Tawsuit will succeed —ina =

‘previous case, Fryvs.Saenz,a Califor-
' _'ma appeals court held that the school "

Lo .completton role in: ~another.
.~ - state-social’ service program
.- violated federal law. But it’sa
-crying shame that child advo-"_‘.' :
- cates have'to'go to court over -
“this at all. What's really need-.
““ed is a change that: would al
< Jow. foster chlldren'.-t' rece"

_very Jeast — until they areat leaht 21
California already has such a law;

*{or these spec1a1 circumstances, Chil-

dren. remain wards of the court with
110 support S

Our Legislature needs to. Iespondf_'g
‘to this ridiculous discrepancy. wit
funding: Our: courts need'to’e ur

f,the meantime



